Newsletter No. 2

13th February 2019

Term 1 Week 2

Principal’s Corner – te iwi tahi tatou – we are one family…
How lucky we were to start with a public holiday in the middle of the school week last week,
easing us all gently back into the school routine . Waitangi Day is a unique and special
day where we can celebrate two cultures coming together to make a “new whole for us all”.
All who have immigrated to Aotearoa / New Zealand owe a debt of gratitude to a country
which has accepted us. Maori, Pakeha, Asian, European – we all choose to live here and
therefore it’s our duty to make “here” somewhere special.
Our school reflects our diverse community, so it’s great to be able to value their celebrations too.

新年快乐 - Happy New Year and welcome to the Year of the Pig.
It is a time for family, reunion, good food, and is steeped in many traditions and themes of good
luck, fortune, happiness, wealth and longevity. Apparently babies who are born in the Year of the
Pig are said to be good-tempered, kind-hearted, positive and loyal.
We have something else to celebrate as a school family as well. Last year the Education Review Office
visited our school and we have now received our confirmed report. Some of the feedback we received
included:
 Staff demonstrate care for the wellbeing and learning success of their students
 Warm, respectful relationships are evident
 Teachers actively promote students’ participation in learning
 A strong focus on monitoring and improving achievement for all learners, particularly those at risk
 Teachers are supported to share practice and trial initiatives
 Evidence of accelerated learning for students at risk, including Maori and Pacific
 High levels of achievement in reading, writing and mathematics. Students achieve above expected
curriculum levels in all three areas, especially in reading
It is wonderful to see the commitment and hard work of all the staff and Board of Trustees making a
difference for our learners. The full ERO report will soon be available on the ERO website www.ero.govt.nz
and there will also be a link on our school website.
We are only in week 2 and the school programme is well underway. I am impressed at the way the students
have all settled into their learning programmes. I am also grateful to you as I know this is an expensive time
of the year and we appreciate your efforts to have our students’ stationery all set to go, ICT licences and
swimming paid, all after only a few days at school. It has made the beginning of the year much easier and
we appreciate it.
I look forward to seeing you at the Meet the Teacher/Family Fun Night this Friday.
He aha te mea nui? He tangata, he tangata, he tangata!
What is the most important thing? It is people, it is people, it is people!
Ngā mihi
Anne

who joins Hillary Team

Churton Park School Meet the Teacher and Family Fun Night!
Friday, 15th February 4.15 – 7.30pm!
Teachers will be in their classrooms from 4.15 until 5.30pm so that you can pop in, bring your children, introduce
yourself and have a look around the classroom. This is an informal opportunity for you to say hello, so please do not
expect an individual indepth personal conversation as these will take place later in the term.
Food/drink/entertainment will be available from 5.00-7.00pm. We would love you to come down to the school, meet the
teachers and other families and join us for a fun evening. Bring your picnic dinner (or purchase some food at the school)
for a relaxed alfresco dining experience – perfect for the end of the week.
There will be food and drink for sale – our senior students are having a sausage sizzle to raise funds for their camp later this
year and the Home and School Association will be selling whole pizzas and also pizza by the slice, hot and cold drinks, icecreams and a raffle. There will be exciting things to keep the kids entertained too!
Remember to bring your coins, as there will be a range of prices.

We look forward to sunny skies (fingers crossed) and sharing the evening with you.

Blake Team

Hillary Team

Principals Awards Morning Tea –
Congratulations to all the recipients of awards at the end of last year!
Oliver Jenkins – great enthusiasm & positive attitude, Kenzi De Beer –
Room 20 Superstar, Zyon George – outstanding effort in selfmanagement & independence, Luca Bowman-Bloor – excellent
attitude towards learning, Finnley Boon – excellent progress in
managing himself, Siphiwe Tshetlo – positive energy & enthusiasm for
learning, Leon Lewis – fantastic amount of hardwork & effort into
managing himself and working independently, Suzy Lee – hardwork,
positive attitude & enthusiasm in all areas, Bella Diamond – kind &
helpful member of Kōhanga Takutai, Xavier Valones – perseverance & resilience with wonderful results, Joshua Kellett - super selfmanagement & enthusiasm towards his learning, Charlotte Bush – outstanding independent work habits, Olivia Fraser – super
growth mindset & showing excellence in learning, Daniel Collins – positive attitude towards learning, Inoke Rasabale – great selfmanagement & positive attitude, Joshua Jardine – giving his learning100% & showing great perseverance, Lucy Batten – hard work
& positive attitude towards learning, Ethan Liu – positive attitude to learning & being a super helpful member of Kōhanga Rakau.
David Auld – showing focus & determination resulting in huge improvements in reading writing &
All these students
maths, Hamish Clark – perseverance & dedication to everything he puts his mind to, Cynthia Cheung
participated in a
– for great leadership in band & taking responsibility in her learning, Jennifer Liu – great attitude to
celebration morning tea
learning, Addison Yee – consistently high standards of work & school contribution, Joseph Williams
with the Principal last
– being a kind & hardworking member of Room 7, Conor Kovacs – showing responsibility &
Tuesday morning.
independence inside the classroom, Makayla Ruatapu – showing great leadership & being an
excellent role model, Kyra Saywell – showing consistent perseverance & a high standard of work this
It was great to share
year, Zyla Sharma – consistently high standards of work, Aurora Mather – positive attitude & for
their pride in their
showing resilience in areas of the curriculum, Vasilije Radovanovic – involvement in class & school
achievements.
activities, Gemma Huntley – being a diligent & responsible role model in the class, Jack Harris –
working hard & sharing his thinking more often in class, Sophie Lewis – consistently working hard to
make progress in all areas, Radit Siregar – applying himself in all areas of the curriculum & tackling
challenges with a positive mindset.

SCHOOL VALUE FOR TERM 1 – TAKING RESPONSIBILITY/ TOKOHANGA
Our school programme seeks to instil the values of taking responsibility, celebrating
diversity, building excellence, sowing consideration, being innovative, having integrity,
displaying resilience and showing respect. Each term we highlight, explore and celebrate a
particular value.
This term our focus is taking responsibility / tokohanga which is a great value to start our
school year. We are encouraging our students to think about how to take responsibility for
themselves and others in a range of different areas including the choices they make and the
actions they take in relation to their learning, their safety, managing themselves and their
time and also our environment – a lot to think about! Please talk to your child/ren about this
important value, and ask them during the term what they have been learning and how they
have shown this value at school.

HEARTFELT SYMPATHY
All the staff here felt great sadness over the weekend at the passing of our dear
friend and colleague, Paula Gilbert. Our deepest sympathy is extended to her
husband Tony and to Jennifer, Stephanie and Matthew on the loss of a much loved
wife and mother. Paula was an amazing teacher who made a difference in the lives
of many of our students during her teaching time here. She is greatly missed. Any
cards or messages can be dropped to the office and we will make sure they get to
Paula’s family.
SOME REMINDERS TO HELP KEEP THE TERM RUNNING SMOOTHLY.
I know there is a lot to remember so just a few reminders to help ensure that our school term goes smoothly.
 Classrooms are open and available to students from 8.30am. Learning programmes start at 9am and it is important
that your child is at school for the beginning of the school day, so that they can get underway promptly. It is ideal
for students to arrive 10-15 minutes before the start of the day so they have time to organise their bag and any other
equipment, return notices, catch up with their friends and teachers and be ready to start at 9am; that way we can
make the most of the learning time. However, when the unexpected happens and your child does arrive late at
school (after 9.10am) please ensure they come to the office and sign in.
 If your child is unwell please keep them at home. The well-being of other children is compromised if you send
children to school who are obviously unwell. If for any reason, including sickness, your child is not attending
school, please phone and leave a message on the office answerphone 478-4282 ext 1, txt msg 0274-295477 or email
absences@churtonpark.school.nz or use absences on the school website and leave a message stating your child’s
name, room number and reason for absence. This is really important as, to ensure the safety of our children, we
check the absences on class rolls every day and if you haven’t phoned in, it makes the process much longer.
 We would prefer that cell phones are not brought to school but if your child needs to have a cell phone for use out
of school hours, it must be handed to the class teacher for safe keeping and picked up at 3pm.
 To keep up to date with information, please like the Churton Park School facebook.
 Please note that the parking zone directly at the front of our school on Churton Drive is a drop off zone only.
No car should be left in this space unattended between 8.30-9am and 3-3.30pm, unless it has a mobility
sticker. It has been disappointing that a number of cars have been parked here for some time in the morning,
while other parents are dropping off on yellow lines, double parking to wait for a parking space or parking
across the school driveway. It makes the task very difficult for our new road patrollers.
 All those who bring scooters to school must also bring and wear their helmets. Blake Team Mon/Wed/Fri and
Hillary Team Tues and Thurs.
Nearly 350 children started at our school last week and we need to respect the needs of every one of them and their
families. By doing so, we will model the values that are important to us all.

CAN YOU HELP OUT PLEASE?
We are still seeking an adult to help supervise our Road Patrollers on a
Wednesday afternoon from 2.55pm to 3.10pm to ensure our school community
can safely use the crossing. If you are able to help out, even for just the first term,
or alternative weeks in a job share situation please let Mrs Goodall know as soon
as possible. It is difficult for teachers to undertake this role as they often have
meetings straight after school. Many thanks for considering this.
NETBALL - Year 3,4,5 and 6 students are invited to register to play netball for the 2019 school
year. Registration forms have been sent to students who were involved with Saturday netball last
year. If your son/daughter did not play last year but would like to play in 2019, please email Di Patchett.
Registrations are due back by 28th February, either to the school office or electronically to Di Patchett.
While we are all really enjoying this fabulous summer weather, the heat can be quite
challenging. Please make sure your child is dressed appropriately – Tshirts with
sleeves, shorts etc – and all children MUST HAVE A SUNHAT at school. Sunblock is
available in classrooms but please also put sunblock on before you leave home in the
morning. We want to enjoy the sun and also keep our children safe.

BE INSPIRED:
Last weekend Roslyn Hobbs and Maree Goodall participated in the Tarawera Ultra
Marathon at Rotorua. They were up early Saturday morning for the 6am start and then
walked 50kms through fields and forests. Both were back at school with big smiles and
wearing their ‘medals’. Congratulations and well done ladies – very inspiring!

Upcoming Events for Term 1
(This is not an exclusive list but an attempt to give you some pre-warning to assist your planning)
th

13/14 Feb
th
14 Feb
th
15 Feb
th
15 Feb
th
18 Feb
th
25 Feb
th
26 Feb
th
26 Feb
th
27 Feb
th
12 March
th
18 March
th
25 March
th
27/28 March
st
1 April
th
12 April
th
12 April

Lantern making workshops for all students
Year 6 BIG DAY OUT
Swimming programme begins for all students
4.15-7.30pm Meet the Teacher and Family Fun Night (see the information in newsletter)
7.30pm Board of Trustees meeting
7pm First Home and School meeting of the year – come along 
th
Northern Zone cricket pp 28 Feb
Hillary Team Year 1 trip to Otari Bush (information to come)
Hillary Team Year 2-3 trip Otari Bush trip (information to come)
th
Northern Zone football pp 14 March
Financial Literacy programmes this week
7.30pm Board of Trustees meeting
3.15-7.30pm 3 way conferences
Home and School AGM and meeting – we’d love you to come along! 7pm in the staffroom
CPS Swimming Sports (Blake Team students) – to be confirmed
3pm End of Term

SCHOOL SWIMMING

As part of our physical education programme all students will be involved in professional
swimming lessons starting this Friday. Lessons will be tailored to each child’s swimming ability.
Notes outlining costs and organisation have already been sent home.
Thank you for your support.

IMPORTANT SURVEY FOR HILLARY TEAM PARENTS – LESSONS STARTING THIS WEEK

As mentioned in a note yesterday, EasySwim have let us know they had a technical issue with the
surveys they asked you to fill in, and all the completed information (as of Saturday) has unfortunately
been lost. They apologise for this and ask that you please redo the survey or complete it by Wednesday
at 5pm. The link again is http://www.easyswim.co.nz/school-lessons-survey
KELLY SPORTS TERM 1 Kelly Sports will be back in Term 1 with their fun and exciting classes.
Back to School Sports! (Yrs 1-2) – Wednesday Lunchtimes. Learn the fundamentals of all sports – throwing, running,
jumping, striking, balance and many more. Includes fun games & drills to build these skills.
Back to School Sports! (Yrs 2-4) – Wednesday’s 3.05pm-4.05pm - Come and try Circus Skills, Cricket, Football and
Dodgeball. It’s a great way to try new sports, learn new skills and improve ability.
visit www.kellysports.co.nz email adminwgtn@kellysports.co.nz or call 04 972 7201.
Big Air Gymnastics
BIGAIR's GYMNASTICS, TUMBLING, FREE RUNNING & TRAMPOLINE classes are great for fun and fitness!
CHEERLEADING is perfect for children who love to Dance, Stunt and Tumble. We are currently taking new members into
our 2019 competitive teams! For more, please call Bigair Gym Tawa on 2323508 or email wgtn@bigairgym.co.nz
Te Māhuri is an after school group for tamariki and their whānau to learn and practise te reo Māori in a relaxed and fun
environment, learning through games, waiata and other activities. Everyone is welcome, from complete beginners to fluent
speakers, and we'd love to see you there!
When: Tuesdays 3.30-4.30pm at Newlands Community Centre; or Wednesdays 3.30-4.30pm at Linden Social Centre
For more information or to join, please email meganmvant@gmail.com.

Anne Lye, Principal
THANK YOU TO THESE BUSINESSES WHO SUPPORT
OUR SCHOOL NEWSLETTER – PLEASE SUPPORT
THEM AND LET THEM KNOW YOUR BUSINESS HAS
COME FROM THIS NEWSLETTER.

Whakatauki: Ma whero ma pango ka oti ai te mahi - with red and black the work will be complete

