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Principal’s Corner – te iwi tahi tatou – we are one family
Yesterday morning there was a definite air of excitement outside our school hall as our
Year 6 students arrived with sleeping bags, various sized suitcases and baking (thank you
parents!). They were ready to set off for their camp at Makahika. This is a wonderful
opportunity which allows our students to participate, collaborate, encourage and
communicate in a new environment and in challenging activities within a carefully
planned and safe programme. We know it has real value and potential. Tomorrow I am
looking forward to going and sharing the day with our students, teachers and parents at
Makahika.
Last week you heard that I am finishing my time here at the end of term 2 next year – ages
away! I have some more news to share with you as we plan and make decisions for 2019 with
people who will be doing different things much sooner than the middle of next year. Cheryl
Dimond has worked at our school for 17 years, but she is ‘retiring’ at the end of this year to
enjoy calmer days. However you will still see her around our school (thankfully) as she pops
back to do some relieving for us. Ashleigh George has taken a years leave and is heading for an overseas
adventure (lucky her!) and Harry Boam has decided to do something different next year. It is always hard to say
goodbye to those in our school family but I am very grateful to each of them for their care of our students,
particularly acknowledging the long time commitment from Cheryl.
We are very pleased to be able to let you know that we have made appointments for all teaching positions next
year and are thrilled that, in a difficult teaching market, we have been able to recruit fabulous experienced teachers
who are looking forward to joining our team. Further information regarding classes and teachers will be shared
with you through our newsletter a bit closer to the end of the year. It would be really helpful if you know your
child will not be returning next year to either phone or email and confirm this at the school office please.
Some things don’t change however – we know that there will be a huge pile of dirty clothes,
some happy but very tired students, parents and teachers all arriving back here on Friday
afternoon, but what wonderful memories they will have created.
Thank you for all the lovely feedback and support this week.
Anne
OUR AMAZING HOME AND SCHOOL TEAM HAVE DONE IT AGAIN…
Last week a cheque arrived in our school office from the Home and School
Association for $15,000, bringing their fundraising contribution to $20,000 for the
year. This makes such a difference for every child in the school as we are able
to maintain smaller class sizes and also ensure that some of the ‘extras’ can be
included in our building project!
THANK YOU to this amazing group of people, who are already planning the first event of
2019 which is our school Meet the Teachers and Family Fun Night on the 15th February.
We are so thankful to each of them for their commitment and also the fun they bring to their
planning and their events – they are a great team to be part of!

YES WE ARE ON STRIKE THIS FRIDAY 16th NOVEMBER.
The Board of Trustees has made the decision to close the school;
there will be no staff at school.

Top of the Mountain Award

The Hillary Team award this prestigious certificate for a variety of reasons.
Danielle was presented with the award this week for
“Her super positive attitude towards all her learning,
especially maths & writing.”
Stephanie was also presented with the award this week for
“Being a considerate & respectful role model in Team Tui.”
You are stars Danielle & Stephanie.

Bake Sale Reminder

Please help support our Home & School Association with the bake
sale on Friday night. Please remember to drop off your baking to
the school staffroom on Thursday 15th 3pm – 4.30pm or Friday 16th
2pm – 4pm (although staff won’t be here, the office will be open
and members of the HSA will be on hand to collect your baking).
Thank you for your support - it is appreciated.

YESTERDAY all PARENTS OF YEAR 3 STUDENTS…will have received AN INVITATION to
A Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) information meeting on the 21st November, either at 2pm or
7pm in the staffroom.
Both meetings share the same information so you only need to come to one - we look forward to
seeing you there.
EXCITEMENT IN ROOM 1
Room 1 are all huge fans of the author Julia Donaldson and they
have enjoyed many of her books. One of the students had the
great idea of writing to Julia to thank her for all her wonderful
books so that is exactly what they did. Lynsey Burvill scanned
and emailed each of the students’ letters to the publishers in
England. They forwarded it to Julia Donaldson and there was
much delight when an envelope arrived in Room 1, complete with special stickers.
“Dear Ms Burvill and Room 1 children,
It was so lovely to get your letters all the way from New Zealand – and thank you for the Maori pendant too!
I’m so glad you enjoy my stories. I’ve been to New Zealand twice and had a great time on both occasions. I
even met the Maori publishers of my books and did a show with them. I hope you like the stickers I am sending
you.
Happy reading and love from Julia Donaldson.”
A super suggestion from a 5 year old, great following up by the class and teacher, a really authentic writing
experience and a special response from the other side of the world all lead to a brilliant learning experience
WASTE ACTION DAY
Last week we had an energetic team
from the WCC run a programme
across our school based on looking
after our world through sustainable
actions. Thanks to Kelly Cooper for
all her work co-ordinating this fun
learning programme, and to the
team who brought it to life.

Activities included science learning
where plastic was turned into a
personal ornament, boomerang bags
were made, music raps and filming
took place, paper straws were created
and a bike and pedal power were used
to make banana smoothies – you can
see it here in action.

Whakatauki: Ma whero ma pango ka oti ai te mahi - with red and black the work will be complete

Just a friendly reminder as we race towards the end of the year… School Donations
Thank you to all those families who have paid their school donations, we
really appreciate this. As you will be aware, your donation makes a huge difference for all of our
students, particularly with regard to programmes we can offer and resources we can purchase. If you
haven’t paid your donation yet, can you please make arrangements with the school office
Massey University – Child Asthma Study
Massey University is conducting a study looking at the different types of asthma in children aged 8-18. The aim
of the study is to improve the understanding of childhood asthma and develop better treatment options for all
asthmatics. The study involves a lung function test and a short questionnaire.
If your child is between 8 and 18 years old, the researchers would be very grateful if you could take part.
They are looking for children with and without asthma to participate. Please contact: Jean Feary McKenzie
0508 ASTHMA or asthma@massey.ac.nz

Summer Hockey
Are there any Year 3 or 4 children (or possibly an older/confident Year 2
child) interested in playing summer hockey this term. We have a Year 3-4
team that is a player short, with several children from Churton Park School
in the team. Games are on a Monday night at 6pm at Elsdon Park
(opposite Mitre 10 in Porirua). If you're interested, please contact Toni on
021 113 3432 or toni.jack@3wl.co.nz
Anne Lye,
Principal
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